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Magazines, newspapers, and books printed in
millions of copies every month, regularly meet
the demand for short fiction. Today the short
story is overwhelmingly the most popular form
of literature. Perhaps it is the modern manner of
living that insistently demands that all current
fiction be short. Automobiles, jet planes, and
telephones all bow at the altar of speed. Literature
is no exception. The time for leisurely reading of
ten-volume novels appears to have passed. Fiction
readers demand a literary form that suits their
habits. Long mtroductions, and leisurely discourses
on philosophy have become the special joy of
a particular kind of readers, whereas the crowd
chooses the short story. Small wonder that many
writers have turned their talents to the short story.
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When you put your money in a savings account,
as time goes by, your money compounds and
grows. The longer you leave it untouched, the
more it increases. But when it comes to potential,
the longer you leave it untouched, the more it
decreases. You see, potential works exactly
opposite from the way a savings account does.
Once you figure out where your great potential
lies, then start to develop it. If you don’t, not only
will you fail to increase your ability, but eventually
lose some of the ability you started with. If you
don’t tap into your potential, it wastes away. One
way that you can get the best from yourself is to
find out your potential and develop it.
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In terms of , humans are pretty
amazingly useless. Like most animals, we don’t
much like really hot places, but because we easily
suffer heat strokes, we are especially vulnerable. In
a desert most people will collapse, possibly never
to rise again, in no more than six hours. We are no
less helpless in the face of cold. Like all mammals,
humans are good at generating heat but — because
we are almost hairless — not good at keeping it.
Even in quite mild weather half the calories we
burn go to keeping our body warm. Of course, we
can employ clothing and shelter to counter these
weaknesses, but even so the portion of Earth on
which we are prepared or able to live is modest
indeed just 12 percent of the total land area.

(D adaptability @) creativity

(3 generosity @) preparation
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Consider the way we navigate a cell phone. Once
we become accustomed to Nokia’s navigational
keys, aren’t we reluctant to change brands to, say,
a Sony Ericsson? Who wants to relearn an entirely
new system? Consumers who own an Apple iPod
are no doubt accustomed to its ritualized navigation;
iPod users press Music, then Artists, followed by
their favorite track. Why cause confusion by buying
an mp3 player made by Phillips? Whether you
know it or not, you don’t want to disrupt the region
of your brain made up of your “implicit” memory,

which encompasses everything you know how to
do without thinking about it, from riding a bike to
parallel-parking to tying your shoelaces. After all,
most of us are

(D screators of technology

(@ creatures of habit

(3 followers of artists

@ admirers of newness
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There are times counterfactual thinking can
comfort people by giving them a sense that
. For example, people with
spinal cord injuries who blame themselves for their
injuries are generally happier than those who think that
their injuries occurred by chance. A person injured
because he drove his car too fast might be bothered
by counterfactual thinking (“if only I had driven more
slowly™), but at least he will know why the accident
happened. He can more easily retain his sense of the
world as a logical place where every event has a cause.
Compare this person to someone who developed
spinal cord paralysis because of a rare and mysterious
disease. This latter person will be plagued by the
thought that the world is full of random, harmful
events that he or she has no ability to control.

(D good luck comes to those who believe in it
@) everything depends on chance
(3 bad events happen for a reason

@ the losers deserve to be remembered
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