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In addition to this, however, man has suffered another loss in his
more recent development inasmuch as the traditions which provided a
common set of guidelines for his behavior are now rapidly diminishing.

The existential vacuum is a widespread phenomenon of the twentieth
century. This 1s understandable; it may be due to a twofold loss which
man has had to undergo since he became a truly human being. (D )
At the beginning of human history, man lost some of the basic animal
instincts in which an animal’s behavior is embedded and through which
it defends itself. ( @ ) Such security, like a paradise, is closed to man
forever; man is laid wide open to various harmful environments. ( @) )
No instinct tells him what he has to do, and no belief or behavior passed
down within a society through time tells him what he ought to do;
sometimes he does not even know what he wishes to do. ( @ ) Instead,
he either wishes to do what other people do or he does what other people
wish him to do.
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Two years ago there was a problem of global grain shortages, but this
year farmers around the world are having bumper crops. A huge glut is
likely that will create price-lowering wars within two years that will in
turn drag down farmer’s profits. The same thing happened in the 1980s,
when a grain production boom swamped the farm sector. On the other
hand, some economists worry that farmers might not be able to meet
demand, driven by China’s and India’s rising middle classes, and this
could create another shortage. Most forecasters, however, are leaning
toward the former scenario.

(D The globe was hit by grain surpluses two years ago.

(@ Farmer’s profits have declined as a result of a glut.

(3 The 1980s saw a huge slump in the production of grain.

@ Some economists speculate that grain shortages are imminent.
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Thomas Hobbes(1588-1679) was one of England’s greatest political
thinkers. What'’s less well known 1s that he was also an early fitness fanatic.
He would go out for a long walk every morning, walking quickly up hills
so as to get out of breath. In case he had any good 1deas while out he had
a special stick made with an inkwell in the handle. This tall, red-faced,
cheerful man with a moustache and a beard had been a sickly child. But
as an adult he was extremely healthy and played tenms into old age. He
ate lots of fish, drank very little wine, and used to sing — behind closed
doors, and out of earshot — to exercise his lungs. And, of course, like most
philosophers, he had a highly active mind. The result was that he lived to 91,
an exceptional age for the seventeenth century when average life expectancy

was 35.

(D He would sing in public for the lung movement.
(@ When going out, he had a special staff with an inkwell on his handle.
(3 As an adult, he was very healthy and played tennis until his old age.

@ Every moming he walked up the hill at a rapid pace.
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