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As millions of men left to fight in World
War 1, women took over their jobs and kept
national economies going. Many women
worked in war industries, manufacturing
weapons and supplies. Others joined women’s
branches of the armed forces. When food
shortages threatened Britain, volunteers in
the Women’s Land Army went to the fields
to grow their nation’s food. Nurses shared
the dangers of the men whose wounds they
tended. At aid stations close to the front lines,
nurses often worked around the clock. War
work gave women a new sense of pride and
confidence. They challenged the idea that
women could not handle demanding and
dangerous jobs. In many countries, including
Britain, Germany, and the United States, it
was women’s support for winning the war that
helped them finally win the right to vote.
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African elephants are terrified of bees, which
tend to sting them around their eyes and
inside their trunks. Now British scientists
have recorded a distinctive call, or “bee
rumble,” that the pachyderms make as they
flee a buzzing swarm. To determine if the
rumble actually serves as , researchers
broadcast the recording to 10 elephant herds;
six of the herds fled, even shaking their heads
as if to deflect bees. “It not only provides the
first demonstration that elephants use caution
calls,” behavioral ecologist Karen McComb
of the University of Sussex tells Science Now,
“but also shows that these may have very
specific meanings.” Researchers will now try
to determine if elephants also have warning
calls to alert their herd to other dangers, such

as lions and humans.
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Our superstitious beliefs are often reinforced
by . Many people think that
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things come in threes. To support that belief,
they point to many instances where three
bad or three good things happened over a
period of time. However, evidence for such
a superstition is problematic. Why? We
remember the times that three things seemed
to happen fairly close to one another, and
forget all the times when three things didn’t
happen together. Once again, we remember
the hits and forget the misses. Also, there’s
never a time horizon stated. Do the three
things have to happen within a week, a month,
or a year? Sooner or later, three similar things
are likely to occur. We can interpret just about
any data as supporting the things-come-in-
three superstition - if we wait long enough.
As Stuart Vyse stated, “The fallibility of
human reason is the greatest single source of

superstitious belief.”
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