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Many species of insects, like katydids and walking sticks, resemble leaves. This

form of mimicry, in which animals ______________________ themselves as

uninteresting and inedible objects to evade predators, is known as masquerade.
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Jane Fox: Hello, this is Jane Fox from Prime Company calling. May I speak to
Mr. Kim?

Ted Kim: Good morning, Ms. Fox. This is Ted Kim.

Jane Fox: Hi, Mr. Kim. I'd like to place an order for a number of your Comfort
desk units.

Ted Kim: Sure. How many are you interested in ordering?

Jane Fox: I'd like 75 units by the end of the month. Could [ get an estimate
before placing an order?

Ted Kim: Of course. I'll have it for you by the end of the day.

Jane Fox: Sounds good.

Ted Kim: Certainly. Our delivery dates depend on your location, but we can

usually deliver within 14 business days.
@D Are the estimates accurate?

@ Can you give me an approximate cost?
® Do you ship door-to-door?

@ Is it the major cause of delayed delivery?

Ted Kim: QHMgdstAH R, Fox#l. A|7F Ted KimQujct.
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Neuroscientists and those in middle age or beyond know that brains alter and
slow as we grow older. Processing speed, which is a measure of how rapidly
our brains can absorb, assess and respond to new information, seems to be
particularly hard hit. Most people who are older than about 40 perform worse
on tests of processing speed than those who are younger, with the effects

accelerating as the decades pass.

(A) But in older people, brain scans show, the white matter can be skimpier
and less efficient. Messages stutter and slow.

(B) Scientists suspect that this decline is due in large part to a concomitant
fraying of our brain’s white matter, which is its wiring.

(C) In young brains, these messages whip from neuron to neuron with boggling
speed.

(D) White matter consists of specialized cells and their offshoots that pass

messages between neurons and from one part of the brain to another.

@ (A)-(B)-(D)-(C)
@ (B)-(D)-(C)-(A)
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@ (D)-(A)-(C)-(B)
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The French philosopher, Rene Descartes, wrote, “The reading of all good books
is like a conversation with all the finest men of past centuries.” American
humorist Will Rogers observed, “A man only learns in two ways, one by
reading, and the other by association with smarter people.” People have always
appreciated the educational value of reading, but recent research also suggests
that reading habits can have an effect on our wallets as well. One study found
that children and adolescents who had strong reading habits were more likely
to be successful as adults. Another study found that people from low~-income
backgrounds who liked to read as children and adolescents were more likely to
increase their financial and social position when they became adults than those
who did not. According to a United States government survey on reading in
2002, levels of income correlated very strongly with reading habits: people who
read a lot tended to have higher incomes than people who did not read often.

The American Success Institute lists reading as a key component in ‘mastering

life,” their tenth principle of success.
(D Reading is overly appreciated in educational institutions.

@ Reading can have a significant effect on one’s income.
® Reading can be an effective way to develop communication skills.

@ Reading is the best way to become knowledgeable in social studies.
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